Agape Interfaith Ministries Annual Board Meeting Minutes
May 22, 2020

Directors Present: Duane McCracken, Gordon Goering, Mike Skidmore, Steve Foss, Lori Foss, Howie Lucas, Joleen McNett

Directors Absent:  Karl Voth, Suzanne Griffith, Cindy Smith, Matt Craig

Guests Present:  Trena McCracken, Ruth Lucas, Pastor Dakota Smith, and via Zoom Helen Muddmalle & Pastor Doug

Meeting Minutes

Welcome and Call to Order
Pastor Duane McCracken welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order. Dakota Smith, pastor at Ottawa Bible Church led us in a devotion time. He read Matthew 14:22-33 about Jesus walking on the Sea. Discussion followed. The lesson to take away was that we need to say, “Wherever Jesus is there is where I want to be.”

2019 Financial Report
Gordon & Mike led a review and discussion of the financial report. Total yearly receipts were $295,168.49. Total yearly disbursements were $281,642.74. This includes the Abundant Life Church receipts and disbursements. We currently support 80 pastors in India, with 25% of them supported by specific sponsors. Mike stated he is thankful for God’s blessings as our giving is up this year by 23%. 

Approval of New Board Directors
Gordon moved to approve new directors Howie Lucas and Joleen McNett. Mike seconded the motion. Motion carried. Gordon nominated Howie to Vice President. Mike seconded the motion. Motion carried. Gordon submitted Lynne Smith’s resignation from the board of directors. Duane seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

Approval of AIM By-law Changes
Gordon made a motion to approve the changes. Mike seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Approval of 2019 Annual Board Meeting Minutes
After allowing for a few minutes to silently read through the minutes, Steve made a motion to approve the minutes. Gordon seconded the motion. Motion carried.


2020 Mission Trip
Pastor Duane led the discussion. He recommended the AIM board commit to funding Howie’s trip to India this year. Howie will lead the group. It was stated how important it is to have yearly mission trips to India. The trip is planned for December 11-23. During that time, the John’s granddaughter will be married and the group plans to attend the wedding. 

2019 Mission Trip Report
New board director Joleen McNett, who participated for the first time in 2019, spoke about the importance of a mission trip. She stated it was the most amazing experience of her life. Joleen said she was so impressed by the Indian people’s passion for Jesus Christ. We watched a video of the mission trip that Jason Skidmore and Davey Newton had put together. Discussion followed about how to share this video with others, especially people on our mailing list. It was noted that we need to be cautious on how we do this since there could be repercussions for the ministry in India if it became public.  Ruth Lucas also shared thoughts on her time in India.

Medical Missions Report
Earlier in the meeting Helen Muddamalle introduced us to Pastor Doug who was there with her. He spoke to us and remained with us for part of the meeting. Helen stated we still have a doctor available 1 day/week. We have pharmacists and nurses who give care. Due to COVID-19, there has been less regular care and procedures these past several months. Helen shared that transportation is an issue in getting patients screened. A couple years ago a group of young men requested bathrooms for women at the bus stop. We would like to be able to provide these if possible. It will be about $3,000. 

Other Business
Pastor Duane talked at length about giving strategies. We are in need of more committed givers. Casual givers are good, but committed ones are more beneficial. 

Closing
The meeting was concluded shortly before 1pm with sharing of a meal, and prayer time. 
